35o	THE LAST GENRO
Allied leaders are still going to be so cold to us. But, Matsuoka-kun, I
bet you won't stay in government work very long. You'll be dis-
missed—"
"Fll dismiss my Government—ha, ha, ha-"
"You're unfit for the Foreign Office. If you had a job like Marquis
Saionji's today, you'd break up the meeting. Fd like to see a litde
aggressive diplomacy, though I am entirely against the use of armed
force—I am sensitive about the moral issues involved in diplo-
matic or domestic questions. But I am in favor of our delegates' using
all possible means to force our proposal—the equal treatment of all
races. For the same reason I sympathize with the religious issue spon-
sored by the Jewish people. After all we Nipponese are involved in
that issue as well, since we are largely Buddhists and Shintoists."
"Well, Baba-san, I think you ought to be a college professor or a
preacher* not a newspaperman, even though you have a large intelli-
gent audience for your editorials* Were you ever in America?"
"Yes, I was there for four years and wrote for magazines and news-
papers after my ten years' work on the Japm Times staff, following
my graduation from Wascda University. You graduated from an
American college, didn't you?"
"The University of Oregon-"
A few more men came into the room. They took seats near Baba
and Matsuoka, and mechanically asked: "Any news?"
Baba looked to his left and said: "Prince Konoe, have you seen
enough of Paris?" Prince Konoe Fumimaro was a member of Chief
Delegate Saionji's private retinue, and also represented a newspaper.
He was twenty-eight years old,
"Yes, Baba-san/* he answered gently.
Another reporter asked the young Prince: "How long have you
known Marquis Saionji?"
"For many years, I attended the Imperial University at Kyoto,
where he lived after retiring from the Presidency of the SeiyuM
Party. I called on him frequently to get his advice on various matters,
just as my father did."
"Your father and Marquis Saionji were close friends, were they
not?" Baba asked. "Unlike other former court nobles with the excep-
tion of Saionji, your father was active in politics. His political view
was definitely nationalistic as against Sakmji's cosmopolitanism* He
served as the President of the House of Peers for many years and

